IMAGINATION

AN AUTHOR PROTESTS

Dear Bill:

While reading the June issue of
IMAGINATION I ran across the
reference to Spanish-language fan-
tasy magazines in FANDORA’S
BOX. To quote: “Even if you never
see these magazines and never want
to, it’s interesting to know that your
favorite authors and stories are be-
ing enjoyed by fans who can’t read
English.”
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To which, I'm afraid, it’s neces-
sary to add: For which privilege
none of the authors represented are
receiving one red cent. Evidently
Miss Wolf is not aware of the fact
that some of these Spanish magazines
print by out and out piracy. The sto-
ries which go into them are selected,
it seems, by an American, an ex-
tremely  well known fan who appar-
ently is proud of his participation in
this kind of literary thievery.

There seems to -be little that the
pirated authors can do about this
condition at the moment; however,
you, as editor of an American sci-
ence-fiction magazine which will
probably be pirated by Los Cuentos
Fantasticos sooner or later should at
least refrain from printing what
amounts to tacit approval of the
practice. :

Incidentally, none of my own sto-
ries have ever proven popular enough
to our friends South-of-the-border
to be pirated in this fashion, so I
have no personal axe to grind.

James Blish

171 Pelton Ave.

Staten Island 10, N. Y.

The literary piracy practices of the
Mezxican magazine you mention are
no secret to your editor, Jim. While

1 edited FANTASTIC ADVEN-
TURES at Ziff-Davis we found that

not only were some of our stories
stolen by this questionable Mexican
outfit, but they also used our covers,
blocking out the logo. The matter
was taken up with the attorneys of
AS & FA, but it seemed as if there
was no legal hold we could get on
this magazine. As to our personal
feelings on the matter you can im-
agine how angry we were—and are
that a cheap fly-by-night Mexican
firm would do such a dastardly thing
under some technicality of a copy-
right being invalid insofar as they

| ‘are concerned. And we’'ll go on rec-

ord right now and say that in all
likelihood we won’t be able to stop
them from pirating stories, illustra-
tions and covers from IMAGINA.
TION if they choose to do so, but if
we ever meet anybody connected with
the project we'll have a few choice
things to say.

As to the mention in FANDORA’S
L’OX, we don’t cemsor fan news. We
try and be as fair as possible—even
to a nmauseating magazine like the
one mentioned. Anything in seience-
fiction is fan news and the fans have
ﬂ.”e right to know and express their
views in any manner in the proper
departments of this book. And along
these lines we’d like to mention one
other thing. Mari Wolf’s husband is
Rog Phillips. And I believe Rog has '
had some of his work pirated by this
same publication you mention. Which
shows that Mari is reporting the
news fairly, evem though she may
have an axe to grind personally.

As to an American having a hand
in this literary piracy, we don’t know
anything about that . . . . wlh




